Hello and welcome to Middle School Math 1!

My name is Brian Koster, and I will be your math teacher.  This will be my sixth year teaching in Osceola County.  I will be teaching 8th grade math this school year at the new Westside K-8 School in addition to the Virtual School.  I am very excited to work with you in the Osceola Virtual School!  I am sure that you will enjoy learning online.

Communication will be the key to your success in this course.  You can always e-mail me or call and leave a voicemail.  I will return your e-mail or phone call as soon as I can.  My phone number is 863-588-3660, and my e-mail address is kosterb@osceola.k12.fl.us.  You can call or e-mail whenever you have a question or want to talk about your progress in the course.  We will be setting up phone calls on a regular basis to discuss your progress and take oral assessments.

Before you get started in the course, we will need to schedule a phone call so I can talk to you and your parent or guardian about the requirements in this course.  As soon as we have that phone call, you will be able to start working in the course.

Please give me three possible times that both you and your parent will be available for a phone call.  The calls should occur between 4 and 8pm on a weekday.  Please give me 3 day/time options, and I will let you know when the call will be scheduled.

I am very excited to start working with you!

-Mr. Koster

Brian Koster, MA

Office Number: 863-588-3660

E-mail: kosterb@osceola.k12.fl.us
FLVS Help: http://help.flvs.net or 1-866-322-8324
Hello again! 
I am very excited as we begin our online learning adventure!

Before you can get started, there is some general information to review.  Please take a moment to read over this along with your parent or guardian.

Osceola County Virtual School Policies
· The first 28 days that you are in an Osceola Virtual School course is the grace period.  Think of it as a trial run.  If you determine during this time that you no longer want to continue in the course, you and your parent/guardian may contact your instructor to drop the course with a “withdraw/no grade” status.  Withdrawing after the 28-day grace period may result in a withdrawal failing (W/F) grade on your transcript.

· Consistent communication and work habits are expected.  This includes oral assessments and monthly phone calls.  It is Osceola Virtual School policy to drop any student who does not stay appropriately on pace or respond to teacher communications within 7 days.  You will be warned during the grace period if you are not on pace so that you can be withdrawn with no penalty.

· Progress reports will be issued on the 15th day of every month.  For every two weeks that you are behind pace, the grade will be temporarily lowered one letter grade. (e.g., You have an A for work submitted but you are two weeks behind the pace chart, so the progress report grade will be a B).

· You signed a Code of Ethics in the Course Request Form.  Students agree to submit authentic work, not copies from another student or from another source without citing the source.  Academic integrity is very important at Osceola Virtual School.  Violation of the agreement is grounds for discipline and/or dismissal.

If you would like an additional overview, please click on the following link for a two-minute demo of how to get started once you have spoken to me and have been activated in the course:

http://vhost.oddcast.com/vhssplayer.php?acc=36730&ss=685901&sl=0&l=0&h=300&w=400&bc=FFFFFF&mid=50324&t=1
Important Contact Information

Brian Koster

Office Number: 863-588-3660

E-mail: kosterb@osceola.k12.fl.us
FLVS Help: http://help.flvs.net or 1-866-322-8324

I look forward to working with you, and I want to encourage you to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns!

-Mr. Koster
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Brian Koster, MA

8th Grade Math Teacher

Westside K-8 School

"Student Achievement is MY #1 Priority."

